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be dealing with the florist instead of
reconnecting with friends and family
who rarely ever can get together.”

Unfortunately it’s not as simple as
saying “I do,” and throwing a party for a
few pals. You have to negotiate with
vendors over price, quality and delivery
of goods. You have to negotiate with two
families over the guest

list. Divorced parents may need to
call a truce, your mother may have to
stop trying to live her wedding over
through yours and your beloved may
need to register for gifts at Home Depot.
All of this and you still haven’t chosen a

band!

Knowledgeable

Wedding coordinators know all the
vendors in your area; they have experi-
ence negotiating deals and can often
save you money through their savvy.

“I save my clients money two ways.
First I am better able to negotiate with
vendors because that(Es what I do for a
living, it’s not a one time, emotional
relationship for me,” wedding coordina-
tor Tosca Clark of Tosca Productions in
Daly City said. “And since weddings are
my business, I can help you avoid costly
mistakes, like not accounting for feeding
workers during the reception.”

Clark also knows how to negotiate
between family members. “Sometimes
you need a neutral party between moth-
ers, daughters and in-laws helping to
make judgment calls, so that nobody
gets their feelings hurt,” Clark said.

You may not want your wedding coor-
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efore you hire a wedding coor-
Bdinator, you may need to hire

an engagement coordinator. In
1996 after planning an elaborate
scheme for proposing to his fiancee,
Paul Alden decided to become a pro-
posal planner. “We were all dressed
up in vintage 1920s attire for a local
parade,” Alden said. “Then, when we
were standing around getting our pic-
ture taken, I proposed. My fiancee
was so surprised she didn(Et answer.
That(Es when a spectator demanded
to know her answer!”

His company, located at

www.2propose.com, will help you

First things first

design an eye-popping proposal
around a common interest or specif-
ic setting. Alden(Es company will
provide assistance with perfor-
mances, caterers, costume rental and
photography for capturing the big
moment.

Alden has arranged for private
romantic engagements by the sea and
heart-pounding dramatic engage-
ments in front of friends and family
waving balloons at a surprise party.
“We try to make the engagement as
memorable and important as the
wedding,” Alden said. “This one the
guys can plan!”

dinator to taste the wedding cake sam-
ples for you, but she can make sure the
three bakers you meet are the best ones
for you.

Clark even brings two huge wicker
baskets filled with wedding day essen-
tials that may have been forgotten or
may need to be repaired. “I've even had
to supply a bow tie to one father-of-the-
bride,” Clark said.

Once you've decided to hire a wed-
ding coordinator you should keep a few
tips in mind:

Wedding coordinators charge by the
hour or they take a percentage of the
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LIFESTYLE FAMILY AND CHILDREN PORTRAITS
WEDDING PHOTOJOURNALISM

www.photomomento.com

408.373.9240
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74"} Wedding Invitations * Bridal Showers
i Bachelor & Bachelorette Parties
Guest Books ¢ Favors

total expenditures on the wedding- one
last detail you’ll have to negotiate your-
self.

Interview three wedding coordinators
before you pick one. This is a person you
will be working closely with for months.
You want to be sure you'll be able to
work well together.

Get referrals from hotels, caterers,
photographers and wedding sites when
looking for a coordinator. These are all
professionals who interact with coordi-
nators on a daily basis.

Tosca Clark can be reached at (650)
992-1211.
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and much more!

307 North Santa Cruz Ave. _
el Los Gatos, CA 95030 37
v 408-395-0731 ¢ 408-395-4971 _Fax

y

=

!

|ﬁ . 1-\.":1‘-.: i
¥ \" 1'-l.." .
'.'-..' i

&

x

)
-

.

P Jimothy fidge o (o,

642 Santa Cruz Avenue
- Menlo Park
(650) 3,23-4653

4

J

x Daily News Saturday, Jan. 31, 2004 23

Bridal Sets
10* Discount

Jeanette’s Jewels

Look What's New
in Saratoga
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14500 Big Basin Way #A
Saratoga (inside Saratoga Village)
Open Tues-Sat 11am-9pm

Handcrafted sterling silver, gold
and semi-precious stone jewelry

(408) 777-0967

www.jeanettesiewels.com

Sun 1pm-&pm
408-741-9000
www.uncorked-wines.com

logo poster
brochure Invitation
graphic design email me for
smallteam details and
studio work samples
illustration smallteampx@aol.com
portrait
caricature

Getting Married?
- Y Bridal hair by
Rachel

Bridal Make-up by
Sylvia

“We complete your
special day making
you and your
memories
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more beautifu

DESIGNER’S
CORNER,
Upto
270%
OFF

Mother of
the Bride

Gowns and
Dresses

Cruise Wear
Business Suits
Sports Wear

*Alterations Available

www.designerscorner.net Stevens Creek
Designer Melanie Devletian ©280 | |
[k = S S Desiguer's
! Corner

Gift Certificato!

DESIGNER’S CORNER
$25 408.243.6322 $25

with Minimum Purchase of $50

Winchester gn

at Regular Prices (No Sale ltems)
831 S. Winchester Blvd., San Jose


The Unique Bride
Highlight


