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Contact4 has heard all kinds of wedding horror stories, so we decided to tell you what you need to know before you sign a contract with a florist, band, or other wedding vendor. 

Even if you can't afford your own personal wedding consultant, there are ways to avoid nasty surprises that can ruin what's supposed to be a picture-perfect event. 

One couple reserved an historic mansion months in advance for their reception only to discover just before the big day that major construction was taking place there. 

Another bride told her florist she didn't want pink flowers... 

"But sure enough pink flowers arrived just hours before the wedding, so what could we do?" she says. 

"They can't remember the details they spoke to you about 6 to 12 months ago," says wedding consultant Tosca Clark, 

To avoid such last minute surprises, Clark says plan and communicate every detail and put it in writing. 

"You don't need to have a law degree in order to interpret this, you need to know exactly what they're offering," she says. 

Get sketches of the floral arrangements and cake to make sure the vendors understand what you have in mind. You may even want to pay for a mock-up of your bouquet. Check and double-check everything along the way. That might have helped in the case of the construction site wedding. 

"If you contact the person you're dealing with every two to three months and you check in, at least you're doing your part, you're staying connected," says wedding expert Lynn Broadwell. 

Along with such vigilance, checklists are essential so the caterer knows to bring the flatware and linens as well as the food, the florist knows you expect roses as well as gerberas, the photographer knows you want a close up with your grandfather. Give the musicians a song list. Make floor plans and a master schedule for each vendor. 

When it's all over, you'll only have photographs to go with those memories, so it's crucial to have chemistry with your photographer. Don't just judge a photographer by the photos hanging in her studio. Ask to see a set of previews from one complete wedding album to see if she captured enough moments. You may want to do an engagement photo shoot. A trial run will help you see how you like the photographer. Get in writing how many hours he or she will spend at your wedding. 

The bottom line is don't take anything for granted. 

"I think I was really careful with checking the work, checking his quality, reading the contract, negotiating the price, but I just never thought to ask 'when will I have my finished product?'" says newlywed Jocelyne Gardner. 

Because of that one little oversight, Jocelyne ended up waiting 7 seven months to get her wedding video. 

The average wedding costs $20,000 dollars and 20 percent of those costs go towards non-refundable deposits, so think about wedding insurance. It costs about $250 and provides coverage up to $3,000 dollars should something go wrong. 



Tosca Clark, Wedding Consultant
(650) 992-1211
127 Palisades Drive, Daly City

Teresa Halton, Photographer
(650) 595-5444
626 Walnut St. Suite 205 San Carlos
http://www.teresahalton.com/

Discount Bridal Outlet (Gowns)
Proteus Discount Bridal
(415) 495-7922
300 Brannan Street (Corner Of 2nd St) San Francisco

Flowers Faire
(415) 641-7054
360 Bayshore Blvd. San Francisco

Agnes Studio Floral Design
(415) 543-9961
211 Main St. San Francisco

Suzanne's Cakes
(650) 697-4713
320 Broadway, Milbrae

Shakespeare Garden / Golden Gate Park
Martin Luthar King Drive, San Francisco
(415) 831-5500

Bocce Cafe
(415) 981-2044
478 Green St. San Francisco

Musician / Conservatory Of Music
Music To Go
(415) 759-3458
1201 Ortega St. San Francisco

Floral Workshops
Environmental Horticulture Floristry Department, City College
(415) 239-3140
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